
 

Liberia 

 

Highlights 

 

• The International Foundation for Electoral Systems’ (IFES) support to Liberia’s electoral 

process spans the last 15 years, including the landmark 2005 elections and the 2011 

general elections and referendum. Since 2009, IFES has received approximately $30 

million in USAID funding to build local capacity to administer credible and sustainable 

elections and ensure an ongoing peaceful political transition. IFES’ current program, 

which operates from 2015 through 2019, will provide electoral administration training to 

NEC and its 19 Magisterial offices, and will encompass the 2017 general elections. 

 

• While post-conflict elections relied heavily on international technical and financial 

assistance, Liberia’s (NEC oversaw the general elections in 2005 and 2011 with decreasing 

levels of international technical assistance, and both elections were widely deemed as 

credible. IFES’ current project is designed to provide targeted technical assistance to the 

National Election Commission (NEC) to better enable it to manage the full electoral cycle 

with reduced external material support.  

 

• IFES provided technical and material assistance to the NEC throughout the 2014 Ebola 

virus outbreak, culminating with the nationwide Senatorial elections in December 2014. 

 

• General elections are scheduled for October 10, 2017. Offices to be contested include the 

Presidency and a number of seats in the House of Representative.  Liberia has a 

population of about 4 million, of which 1.9 million are registered to vote. 

 

 

Brief Political Background and Context 

 

Between 1847, when Liberia gained full independence, and 1980, Liberian politics were 

dominated by (non-indigenous) Americo-Liberians under the Republican Party and then the True 

Whig Party; in fact, the country's first ten presidents were born as free slaves in the United States. 

In 1980, a military coup led by Master Sergeant Samuel Doe ousted President William Tolbert 

and effectively ended the First Republic. However, the Doe administration’s perceived favoritism 



 

for the Krahn ethnic group gradually generated widespread tensions across Liberia, particularly 

after he was formally elected President in 1985. In 1989, a militia led by Charles Taylor invaded 

Liberia from Côte d'Ivoire, sparking a conflict that would grow to span two large-scale, 

devastating civil wars involving a variety of factions until ECOWAS brokered a ceasefire in 2003.  

In a post-conflict environment after the devastation of the civil war, Liberia, with support from 

IFES and the international community, successfully implemented a free-and-fair election in 2005 

that saw the election of the first female President in Africa, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. The 

administration of President Johnson Sirleaf has maintained political stability and continues to 

rebuild the country; her transition will mark the first transfer of power since the 2003 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement, and will occur against the backdrop of the United Nations 

Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) drawdown as well as the gradual departure of its peacekeeping forces. 

 

 

Form of Government 

 

Liberia’s government is comprised of Executive, Legislative, and Judicial branches. The legislative 

branch consists of a Senate, and a lower House of Representatives. There are 30 senators (two 

from each county) and 73 members of the House of Representatives, with a minimum of two 

representatives from each county. At present, each senator serves a nine year term, and the 

representatives each serve six year terms. President Johnson Sirleaf is presently serving her 

second (six-year) term in office and will not seek re-election in October, 20171. The Vice President 

and Cabinet comprise the remainder of the Executive Branch. The highest judicial body in Liberia 

is the Supreme Court, and includes five justices nominated by the President. Each justice must 

be confirmed by the Senate, and their tenure is lifelong. 

 

 

IFES Programming Summary 

 

Shortly after the signing of Liberia’s 2003 Comprehensive Peace Agreement, IFES conducted a 

field assessment of Liberia’s NEC. The results formed the basis of its first program in Liberia, which 

began in November 2004. From 2009-2014, IFES implemented a follow-on program, during which 

time it developed sound working relationships with local election officials and civil society 

organizations.  IFES also played a major role in conducting civic and voter education for voter 

registration, the 2011 national referendum and the general and run-off elections. IFES worked 

closely with the NEC to develop messages and printed them on posters, stickers and shirts, which 

were distributed throughout the country with the help of local CSOs. IFES also produced three 

voter educations films that were shown throughout the country in “mobile-cinemas,” reaching 

hundreds of thousands of voters with consistent and useful information.  

 

                                                           
1 A measure to reduce all three terms may be included in an anticipated upcoming referendum 



 

 

IFES implemented a “Building Sustainable Elections Management in Liberia” program between 

September 2009 and December 2014 with $18.8 million in USAID funding.  The program provided 

technical and material assistance to Liberia’s NEC in areas deemed most critical, including the 

country’s October 2011 general elections. In addition, IFES successfully built the NEC’s capacity 

in a number of key election management areas including voter registration, civic and voter 

education, public outreach, legal reform and public information.  

 

With $11.45 million in USAID funding through the Consortium for Elections and Political 

Processes (CEPPS), IFES started its five-year Liberia Elections and Political Transition program in 

January 2015, focused on developing a cadre of highly trained election officials capable of 

managing the full electoral cycle by 2019. IFES is providing strategic learning opportunities, such 

as BRIDGE2 workshops and a professional exchange with the Electoral Commission of Ghana to 

further develop the NEC’s knowledge and capacity.  

 
 
 

IFES Points of Contact in Monrovia, Liberia: 

 

Mr. Parvinder Singh, Country Director, IFES Liberia 

Phone: +231(0)776 578 258  

Email: psingh@ifes.org 

 

Mr. Rajesh Budhiraja, Operations Manager, IFES Liberia 

Phone: +231(0)776 658 194 

Email: rbudhiraja@ifes.org 

 

Mr. Daniel Tanner, Program Coordinator, IFES 

Email: dtanner@ifes.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 Building Resources in Democracy, Governance and Elections is an internationally-recognized training curriculum 
co-founded by IFES, the UNDP, the Australian Electoral Commission and International IDEA; for more information 
please see http://www.bridge-project.org/en/ 
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2011 Presidential Elections: 



 

 

 

 

 

  


